
North Miami Senior High School 
Access and Admissions Policy 

 

A. Basic Criteria for Random Selection Magnets 

• A minimum of 2.0 Grade Point Average in each core academic subject area (e.g. 
language arts, mathematics, science, social studies) for the previous year and the 
first grading period of the current year combined. 

• A minimum of 2.0 Grade Point Average in conduct for the core academic subject 
areas (e.g. language arts, mathematics, science, social studies) for the previous year 
and the first grading period of the current year combined. 

• All effort grades in core academic classes must be a “2” or higher for the previous 
year and the first grading period of the current year combined. 

• No more than 10 unexcused absences for the previous year and 5 unexcused 
absences for the first semester of the current year. 

• No teacher recommendation will be required. 
• Parents/legal guardians must schedule any required language skills testing for 

International Studies programs for incoming grades 2-10 by January 15th. 
• FSA scores may not be reviewed as part of the eligibility process. 

B. Enhanced Criteria for Designated Random Selection Magnets 

• A minimum of 2.5 Grade Point Average in each core academic subject area (e.g. 
language arts, mathematics, science, social studies) for the previous year and the 
first grading period of the current year combined. 

• A minimum of 2.0 Grade Point Average in conduct for the core academic subject 
areas (e.g. language arts, mathematics, science, social studies) for the previous year 
and the first grading period of the current year combined. 

• All effort grades in core academic classes must be a “2” or higher for the previous 
year and the first grading period of the current year combined. 

• No more than 10 unexcused absences for the previous year and 5 unexcused 
absences for the first semester of the current year. 

• Select schools may require that Algebra I Honors and/or Physical Science Honors 
(See the approved list on Magnet website) be completed and received credit before 
the start of the school year for which he/she is applying. Proof of course enrollment 
or completion must be submitted by January 15th. 

• No teacher recommendation will be required. 
• Parents/legal guardians must schedule any required language skills testing for 

International Studies programs for incoming grades 2-10 by January 15th. 
• FSA scores may not be reviewed as part of the eligibility process. 
• Enhanced Criteria requirements apply to the following Magnet Schools/Programs:  

o AP Capstone (Advanced Placement) programs – Grades 9 
o Cambridge International programs – Grades 9 
o International Baccalaureate (IB) programs – Grades 9 
o International Studies (IS) / International Education (IE) programs – Grade 9 



o iPrep programs – Grades 9 
o Jose Marti MAST 6-12 Academy (Grade 9), Maritime & Science Technology 

Academy (MAST Academy (Grade 9), MAST @ FIU Biscayne Bay Campus 
(Grade 9), Medical Academy for Science and Technology (MAST @ 
Homestead) (Grade 9), iPrep Academy (Grade 9), iPrep Academy North 6-12 
(Grade 9), TERRA Environmental Research Institute (Grade 9), BEAT @ 
North Miami Beach SHS (Grade 9), COAST @ Cutler Bay SHS (Grade 9) 

 

School Site Eligibility & Access: 

Once the lottery process is complete, if there are still available seats within the program, 
students are able to apply within the school. In order to apply to the program 
parents/students can follow the steps below: 

Step 1: Complete an interest form and return to the IB coordinator.  
Step 2: IB coordinator will schedule a meeting with students to review eligibility.  
Step 3: If eligible, students will receive an agreement form and an application to be 
filled out and signed by the student and the parent/guardian.  
Step 4: When the signed forms are returned, a schedule change will be initiated for 
the student. 
 
**note that all schedule changes must happen no later than the end of the first 
marking period.   

 

 

 

 

Improving Program Access 

Historically, not all interested and able students have had the opportunity to meet 
eligibility requirements. This trend is reflected not just at North Miami Senior High School 
but within the greater socioeconomic and demographic landscape of our student 
population.  Barriers to entry often include students who have not had the chance to take 
advanced courses in middle school, or who have come from other countries with different 
requirements/course progressions, as well as undocumented students. To mitigate these 
barriers, North Miami Senior High School works on a case-by-case basis to support 
students in being able to enter the program. Some accommodations that have been 
implemented include: 



• Allowing students to meet course pre-requisites through Florida Virtual School 
(either in the afternoon or over the summer) 
 

• Allowing students to double up on math and science courses during their 9th and 
10th grade years. 
 

• Considering unique family circumstances in attendance issues 
 

• Utilizing the support of bilingual educators to promote English Language Learning 
to non-native English Speakers within the program. 
 

• Collaborating with the ESE program specialist to ensure access and 
accommodations for students with disabilities. 
 

• A large focus on in-school recruitment  
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